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The Federation has just enjoyeebaderfully successful Annual Confeneligane The highlight of the weekend was th

inauguration a@furnew Presidedim Thomson. A native of New Cumnock, but now living in Kilmarnock with his Jiife St
is a retired Police Superintendére is resolute in his determination to ensure the Féslératrares are not only kept unde
control but enhanced by innovative approaches to Mifatkigg in conjunction with Senior Vice President Petehelwghes

explore new inconmucesand streamline the way the Federation conducts its business. In particular, he aims to fre
Executive from some of the myriad of tasks which come into the Office so that she is better able to condamgréte on
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PresidentimTakes Over
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Hotel, Irvine over the weekend d214th September. In
addition to the AGM, two splendid dinsemsnars ceilidh
and a dancthe main event was the inauguration of the n
President of the Federatidim Thomson During the
handovelind praisedutgoig Presidentane Brown for her
fantastic year of officee $iad beenwonderfuambassador
for the Federatiacross the globe (and in the Globe!) al
had left the Federatioras a revitalisedand dynamic
organisation. In an emotionaksponsédaneackiowledged
the tremendous suppghte had received fr@aweryonand
said it had been the experience of a lifetime, a pleasure
privilege to serve as President.
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Burnsong Songwriting Competition

Burnsong, which ran its first programme of events in 2005, was conceived in response t
First Minister's call for innovative ways to celebrate Robert Burns, his heritage in Scc
beyond For Burnsians, the focus on contemporary soggwritany styles is a tribute to Burns
own interest in song, and his understanding that the song carries the message aln
powerfully than anything else [For further information see/w.burnsong.prg

"DumbWaywOnNel oK e | kylnfrereln U] WyFAREE®R 6 4
enter: £1000 prize for winning song, £250 for theupinner

The aim is to expose and discredit sectarian beliefs and myths. orfalpariiesaiion will be
made based on the winning song. There is also a £250 prize for an original short-vide
sectarianism. Please note this is not part of the songwriting competition. It's just a chance for everyone tm hiage tl
subjet of antisectarianism. For information on 'How to Enter', closing date for entries and rules click on the
burnsongpromotingsongwriting.wordpre wy 4 . 1 | 1= 4 1,

The project leader is professional songwriter Robert Maitland MA Songwriting, BA hons Music, Ad.Dip. Music for |
tutor for Burnsong Young Songwriters. With the support of the VAF, Scottish Government, S.W Scotigect, SCa8ar
smartindiemusic & EM Recosmtaindcloud.com/smadie

Burns Celebration Day

On the 19July 2014 Edinburgh and District Burns Club Asq&dii0fplayed host to

a' dlebraon of thelife of Robert Bufnand held a Poetry Competition for the Tom Q,.\Cf‘
Mcllwraith Trophpresented in memory of Tom who had teast Bresident of the World 2
Federation and of the EDBI¥s was to benaaltday event starting off the Burns @
Monurent onCalton Hill, Eeburgh Representatives from seven Burns Club Associatig
guests and friends and Bebert Burns WorlgederatioPresident Jane Browere T
welcomed hlim ShieldBresident of the EDBCA. Seating was provided with thedxlin(f
Paul McAuley, Conservation Officer from Edinburgh Council Museums. 2
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The entertainmemcludedlim Weatherst@nd Jim Shields with guitar accompanir
William HorneGordon Jamieson and Margaret Andecstamgdl & r 1 |~ r 1 n@
company joingrto singRantin RobendScots Wha Hae

Thee was alsowonderful rectionof O/ + ¢ ~ by Arnié Bowes rising staanda
winner of the Schools and National Fiaise was accompanied by her mother Caroline
Ol wmreyygl | 1 mik m © aecappeild trivhomntektadngdstig party by singlafyn Anderson my Jo
A rousing renditionofU ¥ ¢ wynéfrougint pioceedings to a close at the monument.

Thecompanyeconvenefr lunchandthe poetry competitiet Liberton Lodgedidges for the day wdsa Hanley, William
Horne and John Haining. When they retired to deliberate, the guests were treated to songs and poems from Bim W
Hutchison, Ronnie Crichton and Gordon Jamieson. )

The competition was won by Wi i&presenting West Lothizaitingd ; ¢ 0 o 9Ipten RutchisoGregresenting Ayrshi
reciting7he Tree of Libemyas second and Charlie Beaton representing Grampiad yegiting ¢ e gwassthipd. ) Gr [ |
Jim Shields President of the EdinbocgBistrict Burns Clubs Association, preserpeddbsnd thankeeveryone for making
this a very successful ddgane Brown President of the World Federation thanked the EDBCA dtionfandnsaid the
competition was anportanevent on # Burns Calendar Gordon Jamieson Secretary EDBC(

Commonwealth Games BiingsPerths Together

To coincide with the opening of the Commonwealth Games, ABC radio in Perth, W Australia ran anst8opakouiaBdirr
their researches led them to Perth Burns Club, (Scotland). Secretary Donald Paton wasecat h&80@adiddivl5 minutes

R| ¢ ®8 1 n R egvenrhingouevepwgniedorknoiwvaboutburnssuppers’ Gl 1R Gr nj] EduATH ¥
Dawsonthought it a good summary of Burns Suppeftie broadcastis available atm 7 C
https://soundcloud.com/720abcperth. A1 R ml rRmr ~ Gsr 1) Ksrrm o P R N m

msmrl1RNeln 11ssflirRurrRMr ol Ly tBEMER Brol1--
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Thornhill Burns Club"&nniversary

Some members of the Thornhill & District Burns Club w
on an outing o®aturday 19th July, to exoree of the
places visited by Robert Burns while on his excise duties
was organised by lan Millar (second left) a club membel
local historian who also explained the significance of
place visited.The first stop was at Cairnmill, then on t
Drumlanrig Castle grounds to a spot known as poets ca
where he compostie song 'Phillis the Fair' she was tt
daughter of John McMurdo of Drumlanrig, chamberlain tc
Duke of Queensbemdext was Durisdeer and the Lang Gle
featured in his song 'The Braw Wooer'. Then on
Mitchellslacks then Brownhill, where he wref@gram to
John Bacon, the landlord of Brownhill Inn and also a poe
William Stewart brother in law of John Bacon, finally arri
back in Thornhill where we enjoyed a welcome lunch pro
by Morag Murray, another club member.

Barrmill Jolly Begg8urns Club

The Barrmill Jolly Beggars Burns Club is bringifgme
flavour of Scottish literature and poetry to diffe
generations in the town of Beith in North Ayrs
Winners of eight tickets to the 2014 Games G
ceremony gifted by the SsbttiGovernment, th
group has held a range of celebratory events
£9,250 Celebrate award.

Their project Be a Bit Mair Scottish involved
running a series of intgmerational events for t
whole community including workshops on lit
heritag for local schoolchildren and a conc
featuring the Dalmellington Brass Bidrel.
programme kicked off with a very sped
Commonwealth Dinner where a wide range of spé
and entertainers brought some of the spirit
atmosphere of the Games to 20@ guests.The

msmleln 1 rriwmmwelny mlwumw [erN ssyewl ¢ rmrpyra| ] u
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particularly in looking after our members and also contributing to developing young pespkskinmubhd Scots poems. W
were ovethemoon when we learned that our club had been allocated tickets for the closing ceremony and we loo
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NomanHenderso®9, HonoranPresideny | ew~ ~ & 1 mrsmw el rRNm KOG el &l we
sport and to get the opportunity to attend the closing ceremony of Glasgow 2014 is indeed a dream come true for
prasw 1| )] Bmeln rlrRrR {np RNe) wéyryeln msmlr 1] ° Usnsy
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Annual Brow Wéhthering

*
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Warm sunshine ofis2July drew agerd number of Burnsians to Ruthwell for the annual commemorative gathering at B
to mark the death of Robert Burns in July I¥@6d Miller, president of the Southern Scottish Counties Burns Assc
welcomed the company which includedtdsl&éigm New ZealasadgFrance as well as members of Burns Clubs from all
Scotlandnd England

The official party of dignitaries and club presidents were piped to the well by Pipe Major Callum Watson. ThdeRev.
locum minister of thet) 1 Bel mw [ r e) NmM I1n UsJJ1mrRrRrmm)_ &L 811 ¢t
Testament followed by Psalm 23 from the camipaagcompanidtee McQueen and Sandy McClelland.

Mrs Jane Brown, president of the Robert Burns Worlé feteralymé¢ e s mr mwy 1 Rerreln 4 r]
philosophy and love of the common people. His radical views expressed in print brought him into conflict withothe ¢
the day and threatened his employment as an excise maseevanileing sent to the Brow Well by his doctor as a cure
rheumatic heart disease proved less than successful and returning to Dumfries in a carriage borrowed from istaria |
Carse, he died oft 20lyMrs Brown placed a floral tiébat the welPipe Major Watsptayed gament on the bagpipes.

A vote of thanks was proposed by Mike Delgiid,the SSCBA and the company returned to Dumfries for a buffet and s
the Cairndale Hotel with entertainfnemt locals and guestsdthe genial John CasldéViC [Report by David Smith]

Edinburgh Edition for Sale

AnEdinburgh Edition of the Poems of RobertiBauadlablier sale.The inside
pages of this book are in good condition but the covers greatigfthis book
comes from an impeccable source and can be viewed by arrdiygenaeat.
interested please contact John Hainirephoteho 0141 883 2059 anail
john.haining@btinternet.com

S have'{c:l!!; “honour to.be,
Wi‘lh the sincerest gratitude, and highest reéimct,
. My Lords and Gentlemen, #
| Your most devoted bumble Servant,
‘ - ROBERT BURNS.

Edinburghy dpril 4, 1787, 1
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Omwy asdvemobljvésOn

The laté'ed Murray, one of the
best known and longest serving ,
members of the RBWHG =
of EDWARD (TED) MURRAY Executive who passed awayti
1931 - 2012 2012, has been remembereﬁﬂtin

rere S RO WORNEPSIE i his adopted town of Dumfriés

ere is none, he made the best of this" * ) .
rt Burns,"Epitaph on my own friend” with a commemorative benc

Omuw’ 1 n, whoRives |
London, contacted David S
of the Burns Howff Club f{
seek advice on the placemer
. ; a bench and in due coursg==
Dumfries & Galloway Council installed a seat and commemorative plaque ‘adja
the Jean Armour statue, opposite SteliClinarch. s
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Camperdown Burns Festival

 ONm [ Jlsl ¢ pmRrRes| ¢ wmdmBr | RM
Campe ), J 1~ 1 1 R | R wwimjchis fhe didgszsuyviveng i the
world. Corangamite Shire Council community relatiordinetor Rory
Neeson said the festival had been a huge wittthiggher than expected
numbers. Am ) It lesubeen Tantastiwith the Deer Stalker Ball on
Fridaybeingwell attended and the family ceilidh on Saturdagraigihd
verypopular.

Performances from pip@rsluding the
onein thephotoleft doing the highland
fling whilst piping8nd other musicians,
marketsun e ¢ wyr ml "~ 1 | wR g
tastings and art exhibitions were heldf,
across the weekamnfd included at |
age traditional Scottish dancing worlkstoge concert at the Theatre Royal featuring the® ¥
Melbourne Scottish Fiddle Clthe festival alsorattted expert speakers on Burns and [ |
Scottish traditions includRBWHmFnembefGordon Ashley and historians Bob Lambell and'E
Weston Bate.

ENe)y 1mlr )y elrmrl| RrRe ]| ¢ Pesdent ane/Btowhonk |
Mr Neeson described as higimight of the weekénd. ~ k Nnm [ | 7 |7 kunrny’f
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A Welcome Return to the Robert Burns Birthplace Museum

Dr David Hopes hasurgied to Alloway where he
been appointed as the new Director and General
of the Robert Burns Birthpladteseum(followingNat
Uw/f | depgrtire to a new regional role withén
NTS). Many Burnsians will recall the groundbr
work that Das# carried out in surveying and helpin
gain recognition for the distributed national Burns Collection and also his work as Pr
for the Birthplace Museum. More recently he has been working with the Un
Birmingham and the ShakespBathplace Trust to research new digital applicatio
Ayrshire native, with a lifelong love of Buamisibbings both a deepoted understanding
the Burns heritage of Alloway and a felvakidg eye for Burns in tiéc2htury.







